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The organization and the activity of the Narodna
Odbrana began immediately. Its Central Committee, sit-
ting at Belgrade, directed the work of the District Com-
mittees which were established in the chief towns and
divided into sections for cultural work, physical training,
collection of money, and in some cases relations with neigh-
boring lands. Below the District Committees were "divi-
sional committees," "local committees," and, at the bottom,
"confidential men/' "located in those places in the interior
of the country where the establishment of a Committee is
not necessary." In Serbia these committees and "con-
fidential men" were rapidly organized everywhere. The
Narodna Odbrana affiliated with itself and aided financially
the existing patriotic associations like the Sokols, Riflemen's
Clubs, and Horsemen's Clubs. It began its task of enrolling
comitadjis and training them in bomb-throwing, the blow-
ing up of railways and bridges, and similar activities to be
carried on in a guerilla war against Austria. It collected
funds and stirred the people to hatred against Austria by
an active propaganda of fervid nationalism.38 This activity
was not limited to Serbian subjects. Bosnian emigres in
Serbia were similarly enrolled, trained for treasonable activ-
ity upon their return to Bosnia, and provided with funds.39
Army at the beginning of the World War, but the story that he was mur-
dered by his own soldiers in the woods on Jastrebac Mountain (c/. Pharos,
8,161-2), is incorrect; he disappeared to America to enlist Serbian recruits.
Cf. also Wiesner's telegram of July 13, 1914 (Austrian Red Book, I, 17),
and Krstanovitch's deposition in the Austrian dossier, appendix 5.
38 Cf. Narodna Odbrana Izdanje Stredimog Odbora Narodne Odbrane,
Belgrade, 1911, ch. i, "Origin and activity of the first Narodna Odbrana.11
This pamphlet and annual report, "issued by the Central Committee of
the Narodna Odbrana," was read at the trial of the murderers in 1914,
and a summary of it is printed in the Austrian dossier, appendix 2.   The
complete pamphlet, giving a vivid and full picture of the propagandist
agitation of the Narodna Obdrana} is printed in German translation in
KSF, V, 192-225, March, 1927.
39 Cf. the deposition of Trifko Krstanovitch in the Austrian dossier,
appendix 5; he tells how he went from Bosnia to Belgrade in 1908, was
given food and lodging by Voja Tankositch, trained in bomb-throwingr